
 

Swimming in College Discussion 

 

Time Line 

I. Junior Year –  

a. Narrow area of study/interest 

b. Make a folder for any and all recruiting mail 

c. Take ACT and SAT tests 

d. Register for NCAA Clearinghouse 

e. Research Schools 

i. What schools have the best programs for what you would like to study?  You 

can find information in U.S. News and World report, Newsweek magazines, or 

online at (http://www.usnews.com) under college rankings. 

ii. What swimming conferences would you be competitive in (top 16)?  Look on 

the college swimming website for conference meet results of schools you have 

interest attending.  (http://www.collegeswimming.com ) 

II. Junior Summer – 

a. May/June: Return all recruiting info and or fill out online questionnaires to 

College/Universities. 

b. Make sure I have your stat sheet with up to date info. 

c. I will send out a class newsletter in May/June. 

d. July: “Rising” seniors may receive recruiting calls.  Those that wish to sign early should 

be emailing prospective College/Universities throughout the summer.  Late 

September/All of October is main recruiting trip time for “early signing period”. 

e. I will put as much into the process as swimmers want allow me to.  However, they must 

do more.  This is their future and they need to take ownership of it. 

f. Generally, the second week of November is the early signing period.  The late signing 

period will be in April. 
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Questions for yourself and the University 

 

1. Does this university have my major? 

2. How many students are at this university 

3. How many swimmers are on the team? 

4. Is the team Co-ed?  If so, do women and men train together?  If not what is the relationship 

between the two?  Do they travel together?  Are the conference meets together?  How 

many coaches are there, if they are combined? 

5. What is the level of training/yardage I am looking for?   

6. What are the coaches’ strengths and weaknesses? 

7. If I swim here, will I travel right away?  If not, what will it take? 

8. Is weight training part of the program or some type of dryland?  If so, what kind of dryland 

do you do? 

9. If I am injured while at ______and cannot swim, do you take my scholarship away? 

10. What is the average grade point of the team? 

11. What would I mainly swim in dual meets? 

12. Do we have Thanksgiving or Christmas off?  If so, for how long? 

13. Do we take a team travel trip over Christmas? 

14. After my last meet (NCAA or Conference), how much of a break do we have?  What are the 

spring/summer training expectations? 

15. If I’m not on full scholarship, is there room for improvement? 

16. Is this university on quarters or semesters?  Which do I prefer? 

17. Is there a training table for athletes, or do we eat in the cafeteria? 

18. If I were having a hard time in classes, would a tutor be available? (Free or at what cost?) 

19. Do you have mandatory study hall for athletes their freshman year? 

20. If the coach left, would you stay? 

21. Does the college have a solid academic reputation? 

22. Would you choose this school if you were not a swimmer? 

23. What percent of students get jobs in their field of study upon graduation? 

24. What percent of student athletes graduate? 

25. Does this university have a graduate program to fit my interest? 

26. Do you socially fit in with this group of swimmers? 

27. Are you looking for a metropolitan area for your college? 

28. Can you afford to travel to and from home for holidays, or is there family around if not? 

29. Affordability of school? 

30. What kinds of grants, etc. are available and how do you get information on them? 

31. Do you think the staff and program fits your needs? 


